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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
In this chapter, the researcher discusses the research methodology that is 
used in this research. Methodology is a body of methods and rules followed in 
science or discipline (Webster, 1994: 631). The discussion includes the research 
design, object of the research, approach used, data source, data collection method, 
data analysis, and the triangulation. 
 
3.1 Research Design 
This research used descriptive qualitative as the method. There are four 
characteristics of qualitative research, those are: science background, researcher as 
the instrument, method in qualitative, inductive analysis, grounded theory, and 
descriptive (Lexy J, 2002: 4). The first reason why qualitative method was taken 
was due to the aim of the research. Qualitative research always has descriptive 
quality, it means that the data which are analyzed and the data analysis result have 
the form of phenomenon descriptive, not nominal form or coefficient about 
relationship among variable. (Aminuddin, 1999: 16). The second reason was 
because the data is from the movie. The result from the movie analysis will be 
presented in description and not in numbers. In accordance with these evidences, 
the descriptive qualitative was needed. To analyze the data, the reseacher uses 
content analysis. Content analysis was chosen due to the form of the research 
object, that is, a movie. To analyze the movie, the researcher presented it with 
verbal data and content analysis is related to the communication or the content of 
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communication. (Bungin, 2003: 172). Therefore, the content analysis was suitable 
for this research. 
Due to the characteristic of qualitative method stated above, the instrument 
of this research was the researcher himself. The researcher played full roles in 
processing this research, and the researcher was the main performer in analyzing 
this research. 
 
3.2 Object of the Research 
The object of this research is a movie entitled Freedom Writers by Richard 
La Gravanese and produced by Danny De Vito, Michael Shamberg, and Stacey 
Sher. It is a dramatic movie which has 122 minutes duration. This movie is 
produced by MTV Films from the company of Jersey Films & 2S Films and 
distributed by Paramount Picture.  
This movie is released in theaters in the US in January 2007. Theatrical 
releases staggered in 24 other countries from February to September 2007 which 
has total gross of $43,090,741 worldwide. This movie is set in 1994 following the 
1992 race riots in Lost Angeles which were sparked by the televised police 
bashing of Rodney King. The movie’s title refers to a book of student’s writing, 
published in 1999, on which the movie is based – The Freedom Writers Diary. 
(O’Hara, 2012: 36). The Freedom Writers itself is the educational movie that has 
won Academy Award and considered as the best educational and inspirational 
movie.  
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3.3 Approach 
As the complexity of the movie, the researcher considers to use two types 
of approach. The first approach was pedagogical approach, and then the second 
was psychological approach.  
The pedagogical approach was needed to analyze the teaching strategy 
perspective. It stresses on the issues about any methods and strategies in teaching 
and educational concern. (Wiyatma, 2006: 87). In this case, the focus was the used 
power strategy on behalf of successful teaching. 
The next was psychological approach. This approach was divided into 
some different parts: analyzing the writer’s psychology as an individual, analyzing 
the creative process in producing the literary works, analyzing the psychological 
theory in the literary works, and analyzing the effects of the literary works for the 
reader. (Wiyatma, 2006: 88). In accordance with the topic, this research can be 
included into analyzing the psychological theory in literary works 
Because this research also investigates the students’ misbehavior, the 
researcher needs psychological perspective to analyze the cause of student 
misbehavior in this movie. Therefore, the pedagogical and psychological approach 
are taken to conduct this research 
 
3.4 Data Source 
There are two data sources in this research. They are: primary data and 
secondary data. The primary data are those which are collected a fresh and for the 
first time, and thus happen to be original in character. The secondary data, on the 
other hand, are those which have already been collected by someone else and 
which have already passed through the statistical process (Khotari, 2004: 96) 
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The data used in this research was only primary data. It is because the term 
“data” is something that is being analyzed. The primary data of this research was 
Freedom Writers movie by Richard La Gravanese and the script of the movie. In 
this case, the researcher takes the teaching strategy that the teacher used to solve 
the students’ misbehavior in the movie. The script here is taken to know the 
dialogue and the narration of the movie to support the data from the movie itself. 
 
3.5 Data Collection Method 
The researcher uses documentary study method to collect the data of the 
research. Documentary is from the word document which means written stuff, 
printed stuff, recording sound or picture that can be used as the proof for 
references. Documentary study can be defined  as the collection data method by 
investigating written stuff like books, magazine, assembly note, document, diary, 
recording sound, etc. ( Suharsini, 2006: 158). In doing this documentary study, the 
researcher chose Freedom Writers movie as the primary data collection material. 
There are some phases that the writer did during the collection data process. They 
are: watching the movie, finding the topic, looking for references related to it, and 
finally analyzing the data collection. 
The first, the researcher watched the movie and also investigated the 
script. The researcher caught every phenomena and activity that can be considered 
as hot issues or problems to be analyzed. 
Secondly, the researcher found out the topic of the study after getting a 
comprehensive understanding about the problem that is caught from the movie. 
Here the researcher has chosen the topic about the problem in students’ behavior 
25 
 
 
and how the teacher solves it in the movie. After found the topic, all data in the 
movie related to it is taken and grouped. 
Next, the researcher looked for any references relating to the topic that was 
chosen. The researcher looked for all the references and tools to support the topic 
and to process it. In relation with the topic chosen, the researcher choose 
pedagogical and psychological field as the references. 
The last, the researcher analyzed the data collection in accordance with 
research problem that has been compiled. The analysis method that has been 
chosen was content analysis. This kind of analysis is taken due to the form of the 
data, that was, the movie.   
 
3.6 Data Analysis 
The researcher analyzed the data collection after all of the data were 
collected. The researcher takes content analysis as the technique to analyze the 
data. Content Analysis related to the communication or the content of the 
communication (Bungin, 2003: 172). This kind of analysis was taken due to the 
kind of the research object that was, a movie and the result will be presented in 
verbal form. The researcher analyze the content of the movie and some literary 
documents related to it. The analysis procedure was based on the inductive 
characteristic of qualitative research. Inductive research can be define as bottom-
up research which means starting from phenomena to formulate a theory. In this 
case, the researcher analyzed the data by some steps of procedures. They are: 
identified the movie, reviewed the theory, and analyzed the movie, conclude the 
result of analysis. 
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The first was codification. Here the researcher identified the data taken 
from Freedom Writers movie. The researcher divided the data based on the 
problems that was being taken. The data that is analyzed is about the cause of 
misbehavior, the kind of misbehavior, and the last was the strategy used to solve 
the students’ misbehavior. 
The second, the researcher reviewed all the theory and references related 
to the problems compiled. The used of reviewing theory here was to match it with 
the existing data that have been collected. 
The third, the researcher compares the phenomena in the movie related to 
the teaching strategy and students’ misbehavior with the theory and the references 
that has been attached in the Chapter II to find the valid conclusion. In analyzing 
data, the researcher also support it with the additional theory to make it more valid 
and trusted. 
The fourth, the researcher presented the result of analysis with the 
accordance of theoretical framework taken. Then the researcher conclude the 
result of the analysis, here the researcher draws a conclusion and formulate a 
theory from the result 
 
3.7 Triangulation 
Triangulation may be defined as the use of two or more methods of data 
collection in the study of some aspects of human behavior (Cohen & Others, 
2007: 142). According to Denzin (cited in Bruce L. Burg) there are four kinds of 
data triangulation. Those are: Data Triangulation, Investigator Triangulation, 
Theory Triangulation, and Methodology Triangulation (Berg, 1989: 5). In this 
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case, the researcher takes one kind of triangulation. The triangulation taken in this 
research was Theory Triangulation. 
Theory triangulation draws upon alternative or competing theories in 
preference to utilizing one viewpoint only (Cohen, 2007: 142). It uses some 
different theories to ascertain that the data are fulfilling the criterion. There are 
two broad theory discussed in this research. The first was the theory about 
teaching strategy and the second was the theory about the kind of students’ 
misbehavior. 
 
 
 
